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Detailed Action 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Tsuchiya et al (JP 
2001-023125). 

3. Regarding Claim 1, Tsuchiya et al shows (Figs. 1-4) a magnetic head for recording 
signals to form adjacent signal tracks on a magnetic recording medium at different azimuth 
angles and for recording signals to form alternately-adjacent signal tracks on the magnetic 
recording medium at the same azimuth angle, the magnetic head comprising: a recording 
device(l); and a servo device (2) disposed in parallel with the recording device in a direction in 
which the magnetic head moves over the magnetic recording medium, wherein, while the 
recording device is recording a signal to form a signal track on the magnetic recording medium 
at a certain azimuth angle, the servo device moves over a signal track that has already been 
formed at the same azimuth angle as the certain azimuth angle by recording a signal [0019]. 

4. Regarding Claim 2, Tsuchiya et al shows (Figs. 1-4) a magnetic head, wherein the servo 
device (2) moves over a signal track (Tl) that has been formed by recording a first signal 
immediately before a current recording of a second signal (T2) on the magnetic recording 
medium by the recording device, the first signal being recorded by the same recording device 
used for the second signal that is currently being recorded. 
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5. Regarding Claim 3, Tsuchiya et al shows (Figs. 1-4) a magnetic head, servo device (2) is 
a magnetoresistive thin-film magnetic head [0007]. 

6. Regarding Claim 4, Tsuchiya et al shows (Figs. 1-4) a magnetic head, further comprising 
a reproducing device which overlaps the recording device in a thickness direction thereof (Figure 
2). 

7. Regarding Claim 5, Tsuchiya et al shows (Figs. 1-4) a magnetic head, wherein the 
reproducing device (1) is a magnetoresistive thin-film magnetic head [0007]. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 6-20 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark Blouin whose telephone number is 571-272-7583. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 6:00 to 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ms. Hoa Nguyen, can be reached on 571-272-7579. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
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tact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 1 7-9 1 97 (toll-free). 

h 

n 

Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2627 
November 27, 2006 




